
Washington, DC  -  On March 

21, Mary G. Wilson, President 

of the League of Women Vot-

ers of the United States, 

stated, "Today's votes by the 

U.S. House of Representa-

tives mark a milestone in 

American political history. The 

path that began with Social 

Security and continued with 

Medicare is reaching fruition 

with this health care legisla-

tion. Comprehensive health 

care reform will begin to undo 

decades of neglect and inac-

tion that has left millions of 

Americans uninsured and at 

risk.” 

While this legislation will not 

provide the universal cover-

age that LWVUS sought, it will 

provide coverage to 32 million 

more Americans. By a vote of 

219 to 212, the House gave 

final approval to the bill 

passed by the Senate on De-

cember 24.  

Policy Changes 

In June, the legislation will 

begin providing subsidized 

coverage to people with pre-

existing medical conditions 

through high-risk insurance 

programs. In 2014, these peo-

ple will become eligible for 

coverage under Medicaid or 

state-run insurance ex-

changes. At this time, they 

can no longer be excluded 

based on pre-existing condi-

tions or subjected to annual or 

lifetime benefit limits. 

In September, the legislation 

will prevent termination of 

coverage for people who are 

diagnosed with medical condi-

tions while insured. It will also 

prohibit denial of coverage for 

children with pre-existing 

medical conditions. Further-

more, it will require policies to 

cover dependent children until 
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Crowded Gubernatorial Field 

Augusta, ME  -  There will be 

no shortage of candidates in 

the gubernatorial primary on 

Tuesday, June 8. 

On the Democratic side, there 

will be five candidates: the 

former Commissioner of the 

Department of Conservation, 

Patrick McGowan; Senate 

President Elizabeth Mitchell; 

former Speaker of the House 

John Richardson; former Attor-

ney General Steven Rowe; 

and entrepreneur Rosa 

Scarcelli. 

On the Republican side, there 

will be seven candidates: the 

former Chief of Staff for Sena-

tor Susan Collins, Steven Ab-

bott; the former President of 

Husson University, William 

Beardsley; business executive 

Matthew Jacobson; Waterville 

Mayor Paul LePage; Senator 

Peter Mills; former ski industry 

executive Leslie Otten; and 

entrepreneur Bruce Poliquin. 

However, there will be no 

Green gubernatorial candidate 

this year. Attorney Lynne Wil-

liams announced that she had 

suspended her candidacy 

because she was unable to 

gather the 2,000 signatures 

necessary to gain a spot on 

the ballot. 
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Items of Interest 

 What’s Happening at Home? 

 DOJ Rejects Georgia’s Voter 

Verification System 

 Sunshine Award Presented to 

Senator Hastings 

Save the Date 

~Durham Election, Friday, April 2, 

8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., and Town 

Meeting, Saturday, April 3, 9:00 

a.m. 

~Military and Medical Perspectives 

on the Current Nuclear Threat, 

Monday, April 5, Morrell Room, 

Curtis Memorial Library, 23 

Pleasant Street, Brunswick, 7:30 

p.m. 

~League of Women Voters of 

Maine Board Meeting, Thursday, 

April 8, University of Maine at 

Augusta, 10:00 a.m. 

~Election Day, Tuesday, June 8. 

~Georgetown Town Meeting, 

Saturday, June 12, 9:00 a.m. 

~Arrowsic Town Meeting, 

Wednesday, June 16, 3:00 p.m. 



Augusta, ME  -  Monday, 

March 15, was the deadline 

for party candidates for the 

Legislature to file their nomi-

nation papers with the Secre-

tary of State. Unenrolled can-

didates may wait until Tues-

day, June 1, to file their pa-

pers. 

In House District 60 

(Topsham), incumbent Repub-

lican Kerri Prescott faces a 

challenge from Democrat De-

nise Tepler. 

In House District 62 (Bath), 

Democrat Michael Clarke and 

Republican Robert Winglass 

are competing for a seat being 

vacated by Thom Watson, 

who faces term limits. 

In House District 63 (part of 

Brunswick), incumbent De-

mocrat Charles Priest is in-

volved in a race with Republi-

can David Bracy. 

In House District 64 

(Harpswell, Phippsburg and 

part of West Bath), Democrats 

David Chipman of Harpswell 

and Lawrence Pye of Phipps-

burg will square off in the pri-

mary election on Tuesday, 

June 8. The winner will then 

vie with Republican David 

Moser of Harpswell for a seat 

being vacated by Leila Percy 

of Phippsburg, who faces term 

limits.  

In House District 65 

(Woolwich and parts of Bath, 

Brunswick, Topsham and 

West Bath), incumbent De-

mocrat Peter Kent of Wool-

wich faces opposition from 

Republican Robert Thompson 

of Brunswick. 

There will be a three-way race 

in House District 66 (part of 

Brunswick). Incumbent De-

mocrat Alexander Cornell du 

Houx faces a challenge from 

Republican Jonathan Crim-

mins and Green Fred Horch. 

In House District 106 

(Freeport and Pownal), incum-

bent Democrat David Webster 

of Freeport has a contest with 

William Greene of Freeport. 

In Senate District 10 

(Brunswick, Freeport, Harp-

swell and Pownal), incumbent 

Democrat Stan Gerzofsky of 

Brunswick faces opposition 

from Republican Matthew 

Cartmell of Freeport. 

In Senate District 19 

(Sagadahoc County and Dres-

den), incumbent Democrat 

Seth Goodall of Richmond 

faces opposition from Republi-

can David Kaler of Bath. 

In every city and town, the 

June 8 ballot will contain a 

referendum on the school 

budget. Voters will also be 

asked if they want to put an 

end to the annual budget ref-

erendum. 

***** 

On March 8, Peter Anastos, 

owner of the Fairfield Inn & 

Suites, sued Brunswick un-

der Maine’s Freedom of Ac-

cess Act, seeking a copy of 

the feasibility study used to 

justify a rebate of $907,000 in 

real property taxes to JHR 

Development over the course 

of 10 years. The Town, which 

approved the rebate to en-

courage the developer to con-

struct a hotel at Maine Street 

Station, claims that the study 

is not a public document be-

cause it contains proprietary 

information. Anastos and 

other hotel owners argue that 

the Town Council did not 

properly weigh the impact of 

the new hotel on their busi-

nesses. 

On March 20, Harpswell held 

its annual Town Meeting. The 

voters returned incumbent Jim 

Henderson, Chair of the Board 

of Selectmen, to office by a 

margin of 640 to 462 over 

Alison Hawkes. However, 

newcomer Linda Hall defeated 

incumbent Dorothy Carrier by 

a margin of 580 to 501 in a 

race for a seat on the SAD 75 

Board of Directors. Carrier 

had supported the closure of 

the West Harpswell School 

while Hall had not.  

By secret ballot, Harpswell 

voters appropriated almost 

$120,000 toward the operating 

budget of Brunswick’s Curtis 

Memorial Library. The Town 

Meeting also appropriated  

$2,500 for a group known as 

The Carrying Place Assembly, 

which disputes the boundary 

line between the clam flats of 

Brunswick and Harpswell. 

Last year, the group tried un-

successfully to convince the 

Legislature’s State and Local 

Government Committee to 

redraw the boundary line. 

What’s Happening at Home? 
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they reach the age of 26. Fi-

nally, it will prohibit lifetime 

benefit limits. 

In 2014, more lower-income 

people under age 65 will be-

come eligible for Medicaid. 

Households with incomes as 

high as 33 percent of the pov-

erty level, or $29,327 for a 

family of four, can be covered 

this way. 

People with higher incomes 

will be required to purchase 

insurance through state-run 

insurance exchanges. 

Households with incomes 

lower than 400 percent of the 

poverty level, or $88,200 for a 

(Continued from page 1) family of four, will be eligible 

for premium subsidies. 

Beginning in 2014, busi-

nesses with 50 or more em-

ployees must provide health 

insurance benefits or face 

federal fines. Individuals 

without coverage must pur-

chase policies or face federal 

fines up to $695 or 2.5 percent 

of income. An individual who 

cannot purchase insurance at 

less than eight percent of in-

come will be able to purchase 

catastrophic coverage in-

tended for people under age 

30. 

People who receive health 

insurance coverage through 

large companies should see 

few changes. Medicare bene-

ficiaries will see the “hole in 

the doughnut” of the Part D 

prescription drug program 

phased out by 2020. 

To help pay for reform, in 

2013, Medicare payroll taxes  

will increase and be expanded 

to investment income for indi-

viduals with incomes above 

$200,000 and couples with 

incomes above $250,000. In 

2018, the IRS will levy a 40 

percent excise tax on the 

cost of any individual health 

insurance policy in excess of 

$10,200 or any family policy in 

excess of $27,500. The cap 

on flexible spending accounts 

will be decreased to $2,500.  

Reform to Cover Up to 32 Million More 
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Washington, DC - The League 

of Women Voters of Georgia 

and the League of Women 

Voters of the United States 

applaud the U.S. Department 

of Justice’s decision to reject 

the Georgia law that requires 

citizens to prove citizenship to 

vote. The decision by DOJ 

reinforces the need for Geor-

gia to demonstrate that the 

voter registration verification 

program it wants to institute 

has neither a discriminatory 

purpose nor a discriminatory 

effect.  

Georgia’s State Legislature 

enacted SB 86 in 2009, which 

was to go into effect on Janu-

ary 1, 2010. Since the state is 

required under federal law to 

meet the requirements of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, any 

laws or action instituted must 

be reviewed and approved by 

DOJ.  

“Voting is a fundamental right 

in our democracy, and we 

applaud the DOJ for working 

to ensure access to full partici-

pation is not restricted,” said 

Mary G. Wilson, President of 

the League of Women Voters 

of the U.S. “Enforcement of 

the federal Voting Rights Act 

by DOJ will stop efforts to 

disenfranchise eligible voters 

from participating in the de-

mocratic process and protect 

citizens.” 

“This decision shows that DOJ 

agrees that Georgia has a 

problem with ensuring access 

and has jeopardized the vot-

ing rights of its citizens. The 

focus of Georgia’s Secretary 

of State should be on access 

and not suppression of vot-

ing,” said Tracey Nelson, Ex-

ecutive Director of LWVGA. 

Nelson also added, “The right 

to vote - and to have that vote 

counted - is the most impor-

tant civil right we have. Citizen 

verification and photo ID re-

quirements are some of the 

greatest threats to fair and 

equal voting rights today. The 

government should be in the 

business of encouraging full 

participation of our citizenry, 

not developing ways to limit 

the right to vote.” 

lwvus.org 

DOJ Rejects Georgia’s Voter Verification System 



League of Women Voters of Brunswick 

PO Box 142 

Brunswick, ME  04011 

LWVME and LWVUS are now on Facebook! 

 

 

The League of Women Voters is where 
hands-on work to safeguard democracy 

leads to civic improvement. 

Sunshine Award Presented to Senator Hastings 

Augusta  -  The Maine Free-

dom of Information Coalition, 

a group advocating open gov-

ernment, is pleased to an-

nounce that its third annual 

Maine Sunshine Award was 

presented to Senator David R. 

Hastings III for his steadfast 

support of open government. 

“Senator Hastings has been 

the go-to member of the Leg-

islature’s Judiciary Committee 

as it reviews proposed excep-

tions to the state’s public re-

cords and open meetings 

laws,” said Mal Leary, Presi-

dent of the MFOIC. He has 

kept the Committee on track 

as it reviews proposals to 

make sure exceptions are 

narrowly crafted and that the 

public’s right to know is pro-

tected.” 

The award was presented to 

Senator Hastings at a State 

House news conference. 

In addition to his work on the 

Judiciary Committee, the 

MFOIC cited legislation spon-

sored by Senator Hastings 

that permits a judge to award 

legal fees to plaintiffs when 

the government deliberately 

violates freedom of access 

laws. 

“As an attorney, Senator Hast-

ings understands how reluc-

tant some people can be to 

assert their rights because 

they cannot afford the costs 

associated with legal action,” 

said MFOIC Vice President 

Judy Meyer. 

The MFOIC Sunshine Award 

is intended to honor citizens, 

journalists, media organiza-

tions or community groups 

that have championed, pro-

tected and promoted access 

to government records, public 

meetings and court proceed-

ings, or otherwise promoted 

the public’s right to know and 

to publish, broadcast and 

speak freely about issues of 

public concern. 

March 16, the birth date of 

James Madison, was Free-

dom of Information Day. 


