Support for the National Popular Vote Compact

Because the League already supports direct election of the president, arguments against the Electoral
College (EC) are not included in the material supporting the National Popular Vote Compact (NPV
Compact).

Constitutional Issues The NPV Compact is a way to assure that every person's vote counts equally and
that the person receiving the most votes is the winner of the presidency. The same result would be
achieved by constitutional amendment but the U.S. Constitution is dif ficult to amend. The NPV
Compact is a viable way to attain the same goal as amending the Constitution to eliminate the EC. A
constitutional amendment is not needed to effectuate the NPV Compact because states already have
the right to implement changes in how electors are appointed.

The NPV Compact is a compact between states—a method of concerted state action that has long
been sanctioned by the Constitution and the courts.

Evaluating Fairness A candidate can be elected president by receiving the most electoral votes even
though he or she did not receive the most popular votes. This is not a result voters expect or desire.
As election campaigns are now waged, major emphasis and resources are concentrated in key EC
battleground states because that is where elections are won or lost. The NPV Compact would eliminate
the emphasis on battleground states and would be more apt to assure campaign strategies that appeal
to a broad spectrum of the electorate which would foster greater voter participation.

The argument that the plan would negatively impact states' rights is countered by poll results showing
that most voters want their individual vote to count, rather than allotting them to electors
representing the state as a whole.

Any claim that the NPV Compact is an unprecedented disregard for the U.S. Constitution ignores the
reality that voting rights have been changed through state action many time. Women's suffrage, for
example, was instituted by twenty states before passage of the constitutional amendment that made
the right universal

Mechanical Considerations Those opposed to the NPV Compact cite mechanical issues that might lead
the NPV to fail, but the Compact includes provisions that address issues of enforcement, winning
levels and recounts.

Other Issues The Voting Rights Act and the NPV Compact are in harmony, assuring equality of votes
throughout the United States.

League Issues Opponents say that the NPV Compact conflicts with the League's support of uniform
voting standards. Supporters of the Compact advocate its passage in all states, which would result in
uniform voting standards. It is true that the NPV Compact could be in effect for an interlude when
not all states had signed on to it. The same could be demonstrated for other laws, such as the Equal
Rights Amendment. Nonetheless, it must be remembered that uniform voting standards are not now in
effect. The NPV Compact could help assure that every vote would be counted equally.
Further, implementation of a method which assures direct election of the president by popular vote is
in keeping with the League's long-held position. To prepare for the consensus meeting, please read the
complete version of this paper (available at www.lwv.org) by the LWVUS National Popular Voter
Compact Study Committee.
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